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Christian - Muslim Dialogue: Innovative Experiences of Civil Peace

This paper presents two experiences of Christian - Muslim Dialogue in Lebanon and
Europe that call for an encounter to manage and protect civil peace: The first movement organizes
religious tourism in Lebanon, emerging at the end of the civil war in Lebanon when activists
realized that there is an urgent need to know each other again, to communicate on the basis of new
attitudes and to interact in a way to contribute to a project of peace (Darb Maryam). The second
movement is based on a learning project spanning two years and is designed to understand and
manage pluralism in Europe, where cultural and religious pluralism is a key feature of its
contemporary societies. The project aims to build citizens with equal rights and duties who are

peaceful in dealing with each other (European Project for Interreligious Learning).



In addition to these two experiences, this paper explains the background of the

Annunciation Feast (March 25 of every year), which is celebrated by both Christians and Muslims
in Lebanon. The Annunciation Feast is now an official holiday (since 2010). A short film of last

year's celebration will be screened.

Key Words: Darb Maryam; Religious tourism; European Project for Interreligious
Learning; Roaming Academy; Religious and cultural pluralism; Rules for Dialogue; Annunciation

Feast; Principle of Mercy; Coexistence and civil society.
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